
Drought hits Zimbabwe: Scorching heat, little rains and no 

grazing 

ZIMSOFF Press Release 

(Harare, January 12, 2016) Zimbabwe is facing a very serious drought this 

agricultural season 2015/16. A similar situation obtains in the rest of the 

Southern Africa region. The drought is reportedly linked to theEl Niño. Since October 2015, a month when 

the rain starts, the region experienced unprecedented heat wave, temperature soaring as high as 42 de-

grees Celsius. The heat wave persisted into November and December and early January 2016, months 

which traditionally are peak rainfall. Only a few drops were received. 

Most peasant farmers who planted their crops in November last year, have lost all such crops as it has wilt-

ed succumbing to the heat.  Some farmers replanted hoping that the rains would come but this crop too 

has faced the fate. Small grains are affected too. Read more ... 

Which way after Paris Agreement? 

By Marienna Pope-

Weidemann (First 

published on 

13/12/15 by New 

Internationalist) 

La Via Campesina’s 

agroecology and food sovereignty offers one possi-

ble path toward climate justice, writes Marienna 

Pope-Weidemann in part one of this two part series. 

In 2007, a man named Keno was killed with two bul-

lets to the chest at point blank range near the Igua-

gu National Park in Brazil. He was one of many 

farmers peacefully occupying a GMO research plant 

to protest the imposition of an industrial agricultur-

al system that had no place for them. The men who 

murdered him were part of a private militia working 

for the Syngenta biotech corporation. They perpe-

trated what the courts would later describe as an 

attempted ‘massacre’ to, in Syngenta’s chilling 

words: ‘propagate the idea that every action results 

in a reaction.’ Read more … 

System Change Grounded in Food Sover-

eignty at the 2015 Climate Talks in Paris 

First published by NFU blog January 24, 2016 

by Terran Giacomini, NFU Associate Member 

I participated in La Vía 

Campesina’s interna-

tional delegation to the 

United Nations climate 

meeting (COP21) in Par-

is, France, from December 5 to 12, 2015.  It was evi-

dent that social movement activism is helping us 

move swiftly and peacefully away from fossil capi-

talism, with its climate crises, and toward a new so-

cial order that prioritizes food and energy sover-

eignty. 

The activism in Paris emphasized three key themes: 

(1) social movements are focused on system change 

and not on ‘green’ capitalist reform; 

(2) the movements are converging and strengthen-

ing unity with one another and; 

(3) women are widely recognized to be on the front-

lines of the system-change struggle, especially in-

digenous women and women of colour. Read more ... 

National Farmers Union to be part of cli-

mate change solutions in Manitoba 

Media Release 

(Deleau, MB, 

February 1, 

2016) - The 

National Farmer Union (NFU) is working with the 

Manitoba government to develop new ways for the 

province’s farmers to reduce greenhouse gas emis-

sions from agriculture, and to reduce the impacts of 

climate change on our farms. The NFU, along with 

other organizations and sectors, is participating in a 

wide-ranging project to address climate change, ini-

tiated by the Manitoba Department of Conservation 

and Water Stewardship and funded by the provin-

cial government through the Climate Change Action 

Fund. 

“The research we are about to undertake will pro-

vide a solid foundation for policy recommendations 

to support farmers’ role in making agriculture more 

climate-friendly,” said Ian Robson, NFU Region 5 

(Manitoba) Coordinator. “We are in an excellent 

position to look at the big picture of climate and 

agriculture and help make agriculture policy that 

addresses the farm, the community, rural and urban 

people so that the food system supports a vibrant 

standard of living that is environmentally sustaina-

ble.” Read more ... 

Israeli occupation continues its violations 

and aggression against the Palestinian peo-

ple 

December 2015 Report 

(Ramallah, January 2016) The Union of Agricultural 

Work Committees (UAWC) follows up intensely the 

Israeli violations against the Palestinian farmers to 

expose the brutality of the occupation to the local 

and international world. 

West Bank 

The last three months witnessed the most signifi-

cant escalation in Israeli violent attacks and clashes 

across the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The number of martyrs in the West Bank and Gaza 

Strip has reached to 144 Palestinian civilians, includ-

ing 27 children, while more than 15,000 were 

wounded with live ammunition and rubber bullets, 

and suffocated by the teargas, and 2,663 were ar-

rested including 480 children. Read more ... 

Patents on life: Stop stealing native seeds 

and farm animals! 

December 12, 2015 

MEPs will gather in 

Strasbourg to de-

bate on a resolu-

tion on the patentability of seeds this Thursday, De-

cember 17th. The European Parliament must react 

to the emotion created by the decision of the En-

larged Board of Appeal of the European Patent 

Office who confirmed last March 25th the patenta-

bility of plants obtained by means of natural pro-

cesses  such as crossing or selection1. Indeed, the 

judge is obliged to apply the law, good or bad, only 

the Parliament can change it. Read more ... 

Saeed Baloch, Advocator for Fishermen’s 

Rights, Arrested in Pakistan 

Real World Radio: January 

26,  2016 

Saeed Baloch, veteran activist and 

campaigner for fishermen’s rights 

in Pakistan, was arrested on the 

16th of January 2016 by Pakistani forces. Hemantha 

Withanage, Executive Director at the Center for En-

vironmental Justice and a member of Friends of the 

Earth Sri Lanka, spoke with Real World Radio about 

the charges (or lack thereof) brought against Baloch 

and claims the incarceration is believed to be illegal 

and unjust. Read more ... 

Dairy Crisis: Enough evaluations, it’s high 

time for the Commission to act 

Press Release 

Brussels, 2 Febru-

ary 2016 

At the height of a 

crisis that has 

ruined thousands of dairy producers across Europe, 

the European Commission has once again chose to 

delay action, and opted for its usual practice of con-

sultations, evaluations and studies. 

Claiming it is part of a larger effort to improve ex-

isting legislation, the EC has recently sent out a 

questionnaire to producer and agricultural organisa-

tions, alleging that by inquiring on the benefits and 

difficulties of the “Milk Package”, the survey will 

improve its implementation in the field. Read more ... 

Developing Countries return Empty Hand-

ed from WTO’s Nairobi Ministerial 

First published by Focus 

on the Global South 

The tenth Ministerial 

Conference (MC10) of 

the World Trade Organi-

sation (WTO) concluded 

today, a day after its scheduled duration. Those of 

us who were in Nairobi, however are still contem-

plating how it is possible to have a successful out-

come despite the fundamental differences among 

members on crucial issues. How come the MC10 

which was at one point on the verge of collapse 

sailed through? Why a country like India with a 1.2 

billion population was silenced and forced to ac-

cept a BAD deal compromising its policy space and 

above all its sovereignty? 

After a 24 hour-long non-stop marathon meeting 

on 19th December, the draft Nairobi Ministerial 

Declaration (NMD), also called the Nairobi Package, 

was finalised and endorsed by Members despite 

clear disappointment expressed by India and other 

developing and least developed countries (LDCs), 

and their ‘explicit disagreement’ on the issue of 

reaffirmation of Doha Development Round (DDR), 

one of the key issues in Nairobi. The split of opinion 

on the DDR is clearly reflected in the NMD text. 

Read more ... 

Landworker’s Alliance and The Land maga-

zine launch Rural Manifesto 

Press Release: Rural Manifesto, To Be Launched To-

day at the Oxford Real Farming Conference, Calls 

For “Equality in the Countryside 

January 6, 2016 

The Landworker’s Alliance and The Land magazine 

have joined forces to produce a rural manifesto 

which aims to challenge the elitism that dominates 

rural policy. The manifesto is also supported by the 

Family Farmers Association. 

The manifesto will be launched today Wednesday 

6th January at 1.00pm in the Old Library at the Ox-

ford Real Farming Conference. It includes 46 action 

points, on matters such a housing, land ownership, 

agriculture and rural employment. These all have 

the common aim of making Britain’s rural land and 

resources more accessible to a wider constituency 

of people. Read more ... 

No to evictions in Notre-Dame-des-Landes! 

Confédération Paysanne 

(France, Bagnolet, Janu-

ary 21, 2016) With COP21 

still in full swing, political 

and legal pressure in-

creased on the peasants 

of Notre-Dame-des-Landes. Four individuals and 11 

families who had rejected the expropriation of the 

farmland are now being sued by AGO-Vinci, the 

project contractor that cannot start work while 

these homes are inhabited. They have requested a 

penalty payment of 200 euros/day per file (there 

are up to five in some cases), the capture and se-

questration of herds and an exception the French 

law banning residential evictions between 1 No-

vember and 31 March. The court hearing was held 

on Wednesday, 13 December. Deliberations will 

take place on 25 January - we will keep you in-

formed of the result. Read more … 

An invisible war is being waged on the 

working class: Devanur Mahadeva 

RAICHUR, January 25, 2016 

‘Corporate companies have turned our food and 

water into poison’ 

Referring to corporate 

control over the farm 

sector and the result-

ant agrarian crisis and 

farmer suicide, writer Devanur Mahadeva said that 

an invisible war was being waged against the work-

ing class. He was addressing a State-level farmers 

conference at the APMC Market Yard here on Sun-

day after inaugurating the event by burning Bt 

cotton plants destroyed by pink bollworm pest 

attack. 

The event was organised jointly by the Karnataka 

Rajya Raitha Sangha (KRRS), the Jana Sangram Pari-

shath (JSP), the Grameena Krishi Cooli Karmikara 

Sanghatane, the Bharat Gyan Vigyan Samiti, the 

Hyderabad Karnataka Raitha Sangha, the State Bt 

Cotton Eradication Committee and other organisa-

tions. Read more... 

UAWC distributes 315 palm seedlings to 

Jordan Valley farmers 

(Ramallah, January 2016)- 

the Union of Agricultural 

Work Committees distrib-

uted palm seedlings for 

farmers in Zubaydat village in Jericho and Jordan 

Valley governorate within " Struggle for land: De-

fense of Palestinian Land Rights in the Jordan Val-

ley" project, which is funded by the Medico Inter-

national Foundation. Read more ... 

Climate Change effects on Palestinians are 

double 

(Ramallah, January 2016)- the 

Union of Agricultural Work 

Committees, within its partici-

pation in COP 21, which was held in Paris in Decem-

ber 2015, confirmed that Climate Change's effects 

on Palestinians are double because of the Israeli 

occupation's theft of our natural resources. Read 

more … 

La Via Campesina, Building an International 

Movement for Food and Seed Sovereignty 

An Interview with General Co-

ordinator Elizabeth Mpofu [1] 

February 2, 2016  

By Simone Adler (Other 

Worlds) 

Who we are fighting for is eve-

ry single peasant farmer – 

more than 200 million – on the 

planet. People are eager to join hands in building a 

global voice. 

Transnational corporations are pushing policies in 

African countries for industrial farming and the use 

of GMO *genetically modified+ seeds, while grab-

bing our land and *stealing+ our natural re-

sources.  No one should come and tell us how to 

produce food.  

In Via Campesina, we believe in controlling our land 

and seeds and producing the healthy food that we 

want, the way we want. Our response is to fight for 

food sovereignty against these transnational corpo-

rations that are connected to the *New Alliance for 

Food Security and Nutrition of the+ G8, the Alliance 

for a Green Revolution in Africa, the World Trade 

Organization, and free trade agreements that don’t 

recognize the needs of peasants or the poor. Read 

more ... 
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COP21 & Companies 

Click here to watch video 

 

 

Notre dame des Landes : Zone à défendre 

Click here to watch video  

 

 

12 de diciembre : movilizacion popular por un estado de emergencia cli-

matica 

Click here to watch video  
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