
Via Campesina denounces the takeover of the World Expo by 
corporate interests 
(Zimbabwe, Harare, May 27, 2015) La Via Campesina (LVC), a worldwide 
movement representing millions of peasants, agricultural workers, indige-
nous villages and nomadic peoples, denounces the corporate takeover of 
the World Expo in Milan as well as the governmental complicity. The 
theme of the Expo is “Feed the planet; energy for life”. 
The Expo in Milan serves as a showcase for multinational businesses that 

control the world market of food, genetic material of animals and plant seeds, pesticides and chemical ferti-
lizers. These businesses work constantly to privatize and commercialize the public commons including the 
water, land, forests, minerals and seeds. They transform food into a commodity and reject the fact that 
food is a human right. Food is treated as a commodity, produced on a large scale using a lot of pesticides 
and GMOs for people of limited economic means while healthy food is only within the financial grasp of the 
economic elite. Read more ...  

La Via Campesina in Milan: joining the 
peasant farmer's expo 
La Via Campesina - Media Advisory 

(Brussels, 21st of May 2015) - The international 
peasant’s movement La Via Campesina will take 
part in People’s Expo in Milan, at the Fabbrica del 
Vapore, from the 3rd to the 5th of June 2015. The 
People’s Expo is the international forum of the civil 
society and farmers’ movements organised to de-
fend the principles of Food Sovereignty and Envi-
ronmental Justice, to fight against the commodifica-
tion of the right to food promoted by Expo 2015 
and to state aloud, once again, that it is the peasant 
agriculture that feeds the world, not the multina-
tionals or the agribusiness. 
La Via Campesina denounces the Milan Expo as a 

great "world showcase" that deliberately chose to 

hide one of the largest ongoing world conflict:  hun-

ger, land and energy grabbing at a global level. Read 

more ... 

No to CETA, TTIP says La Via Campesina 
Declaration by La Via Campesina North America and 
the European Coordination Via Campesina 
April 30th, 2015 
On both side of the Atlantic, peasants, farmers, 
farm and rural workers refuse free trade policies. 
We maintain that CETA, the TTIP, TPP and related 
agreements are unnecessary for trade between 
countries, and that these agreements will limit the 
ability of elected governments to make laws, regu-
lations, policies and programs in the interest of the 
public, farmers and our environment. While the 
trade-related aspects of these agreements will not 
benefit farmers, they will weaken important safe-
guards and institutions that each country’s citizens 
have created and which reflect important social val-
ues. Read more … 
 

Hands on the Land for Food Sovereignty 
Press Release 
The pan-European campaign for people’s control of 

food, land seeds and 
water kicks off today. 
(Milan, June 5, 2015) 

With the current food 

system triggering land 

grabbing, climate 

change, hunger and 

malnutrition, an alliance of 16 European organisa-

tions, including peasant movements, environmen-

tal, and human rights groups have presented today 

“Hands on the Land for Food Sovereignty”. 

Launched at the civil society-organised Expo dei 

Popoli in Milan, the collective campaign will support 

alternative solutions around the food-energy-land-

climate nexus, disregarded at the official Expo 2015. 

The partners in the campaign have a long history of 

engagement in support of movements’ struggles for 

democratic control of the food system and access to 

land. Read more … 

Peasants from around the world: views on 
Expo 2015 

(Milan, June 2, 2015) - 
La Via Campesina, in-
ternational movement 
representing 200 mil-
lion peasants, agricul-
tural workers, indige-
nous and nomadic 
people, will be gather-

ing at People's Expo to bring in the voices of the 
farmers that feed the world and that are not repre-
sented in Expo Milan 2015. A media conference will 
take place June 3rd in the People's Expo location: 
Fabbrica del Vapore. 
Farmers all over the world struggle every day for 

their rights to access natural resources like water 

and land and to protect their traditional, climate 

neutral and diverse ways of food production. Eliza-

beth Mpofu (Zimbabwe), Hanny Van Geel (The 

Netherland), Esperanza de Jesus Ruiz Vallejos 

(Nicaragua) and Andrea Ferrante (Italy) will talk 

about right to food sovereignty through agroecolog-

ical models of production and consumption. Read 

more … 

Ghana: Hundreds March Against Monsanto 
in ACCRA and GOASO 
(Ghana, Accra, June, 2015) Food Sovereignty Ghana 

(FSG) joined millions of peo-
ple worldwide across 6 conti-
nents, 56 countries and 452 
cities including 5 countries 
from Africa in the annual 
march against Monsanto. 
This year’s march was orga-
nized in collaboration with 
the Kanyan Akuafuo Kuo Soci-

ety from the Brong Ahafo region in north central 
Ghana, Convention People’s Party (CPP) and the 
Vegetarian Association of Ghana. 
Observing an annual ban on drumming and noise 

making imposed by the Ga Traditional Council, the 

March in Accra was silent with hundreds of partici-

pants wielding placards and marching through some 

of the principal streets of Accra. The second and 

more animated march took place at Goaso in the 

Brong Ahafo Region about 400 km north of Accra 

where different farming groups and organisations 

as well as opinion leaders joined members of Food 

Sovereignty Ghana to send a clear message to lead-

ership and policy makers that the imposition of ge-

netically modified organisms (GMO) crops on Gha-

naians was absolutely unacceptable and not in the 

interest of Ghana’s sustainable future. Read more ... 

UAWC: Support Susia-Call to Action 
Dear friends, 
In the first week of 
May 2015, the Israeli 
Occupation's high 
court confirmed its 
approval to the Israeli 
military army to de-
molish the entire Pal-

estinian village of Susia to the south of Hebron, thus 
forcibly displace all of its residents (approximately 
350 individuals). 
UAWC calls for the immediate international inter-
vention to freeze this brutal Israeli occupation's or-
der. Raise your voice to say NO to: land confiscation 
for establishing illegal settlements, forcible displace-
ments, trees uprooting, physical and verbal assaults, 
and demolition of agricultural properties. 
Support Palestinian farmers…To sign and share the 

position paper: http://uawc-pal.org/articleen.aspx?

ano=1372 

Small farmers target British Sugar demand-
ing ‘fair deal’ 
(First published by Farmers Weekly) 
A group representing 
small, sustainable farm-
ers has staged a protest 
against British Sugar, 
demanding a “fair deal” 
for small producers. 
About 50 activists from the Landworkers Alliance 
(LWA) gathered outside British Sugar’s factory in 
Bury St Edmunds on Wednesday (29 April). 
Farmers from across the UK were joined by New 
York-based performance artists “Reverend Billy and 
the Church of Stop Shopping” to oppose the gov-
ernment’s “biased and short-sighted focus on in-
dustrial farming”. 
LWA branded British Sugar as a “symbol of how 

broken our current food system is” because the 

£12.9bn company, a subsidiary of Associated 

British Foods, controls “all of the sugar processing 

in the UK”. Read more … 

Expo dei Popoli -opening speech by Hanny 
Van Geel 

(Italy, Milan, June 3, 
2015) Good morning to 
everyone. I am an organ-
ic farmer from the Neth-
erlands. I represent the 
international movement 
of La Via Campesina, 
which is a federation of 

movements, and its members are more than 200 
million food producers all over the world. 
I am happy to have the opportunity to welcome 

you all on behalf of the international networks that 

worked in the international facilitating committee 

to support this Expo dei Popoli. Why is it important 

for us all to be here at Expo dei Popoli in Milan? 
Read more … 

Food sovereignty and agroecology-People’s 
Expo recipe to mend broken food systems 
The first international 
forum of civil society and 
peasant's movements 
ended today 
(Milan, June 5, 2015) 
People’s Expo ended to-
day, the first internation-
al forum of civil society and peasant’s movements 
that began on the 3rd of June at La Fabbrica del Va-
pore in Milan. "An event - says Giosué De Salvo, the 
organizing Committee spokesman – that wanted to 
fill the gaps of the official Expo 2015, inviting to 
participate the critical actors excluded from the 
Universal Exhibition: peasants, fisherfolk, pastoral-
ists, and indigenous persons, who produce 70% of 
food consumed globally, they are the main inves-
tors in agriculture but, at the same time, they are 
the most oppressed by the so-called free market". 
The event was organized by 50 NGOs 

and associations of the Italian civil society, rallying 

more than 180 representatives of 14 networks and 

peasant’s movements from over 50 countries of 

the world. Read more … 

Peasants are under the thumb of free mar-
ket 

Carlo Petrini at People’s 
Expo: “Peasants are under 
the thumb of free market” 
Tomorrow, last day of the 
peasant summit, the final 
output document will be 
presented 

(Milan, June 4, 2015) – “We are living a paradox: 

the good and healthy food is not a right for every-

one, but only for rich people. This is because the so

- called free market actually is not free at all, it can 

be compared to a chicken coop where foxes are left 

free to enter and slaughter." This is what Carlo Pe-

trini, founder of Slow Food International, said to-

day at People’s Expo, an international forum of civil 

society and peasant movements ongoing at La Fab-

brica del Vapore, in Milan, until June the 5th. "We 

know foxes, far too well”, said Petrini: “they do big 

business on the backs of the humble, peasants, 

fishermen and small-scale breeders. Local realities 

are under the thumb of free market, while they 

should be protected not only because they feed 

the most part of the people but also because they 

are preserving biodiversity". Read more … 

Stop Seed Laws that Criminalise Farmers & 
Defend Local Seeds! 

Seeds are under attack 
everywhere. Under corpo-
rate pressure, laws in 
many countries increasing-
ly put limitations on what 
farmers can do with their 
seeds and with the seeds 
they buy. Seed saving, a 
thousand-year-old old 
practice which forms the 
basis of farming, is fast 
becoming criminalised. 

What can we do about this? 
DEFEND FARMERS’ OWN SEED SYSTEMS 
Farmers’ fields are the first line of defense against 

bad seed laws. This means organising to rescue, 

collect, maintain, develop, share and use local 

farmer’s seeds. It is very important that women 

and young people are all involved. You can start a 

project with neighbours or local associations, talk 

to market or street vendors, get schools or you 

work place involved, etc. Seed fairs and visits to 

farms and gardens are an important part of this 

work. Read more … 

People's Expo in Milan puts focus on farm-
ers' rights not corporate concerns 
(First published by theguardian) 
Alternative Expo event 
challenges the city’s 
flashy global extrava-
ganza, promoting food 
sovereignty and high-
lighting flawed trade 
agreements 
Rosie Scammell in Milan 
Monday 8 June 2015 
A restored warehouse in Italy’s financial capital 
might seem an unlikely place for a recent meeting 
of more than 180 grassroots activists, gathering in 
Milan to challenge the way the international food 
market is managed. 
But the location of the People’s Expo forum last 
week had been carefully chosen to coincide 
with the city’s official Expo 2015, a world fair that 
gathers 140 countries together under a theme of 
“Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”. 

The motto is emblazoned throughout the site of 

the six-month Expo 2015, an architectural extrava-

ganza where visitors are invited to each nation’s 

pavilion to collect a stamp in their theme park-style 

passport. Read more … 

HIGHLIGHTED  ARTICLE  

ARTICLES FROM THE REGIONS 

People’s Expo Milan 2015: opening conference 

Milan, 3 June 2015 - The People’s Expo opened today with more than 
200 delegates from peasant organizations and social movements from 
all corners of the world. Quotes Giosue de Salvo, Italy Coordinator of 
People’s Expo. They represent small scale and family farmers, pastoral-
ists, fisherfolk, who are producing 70% of our food globally, but they 
have no voice in the Universal Expo here in Milan. As NGO’s and envi-
ronmental organizations we are in the People’s Expo as natural allies to 
promote an alternative "recipe" to feed the planet, based on food sov-

ereignty and environmental justice. Hanny van Geel, Netherlands, European Coordination for La Via Cam-
pesina (farmers social movements). At the Universal Expo they say that they will feed the world and that 
they will create jobs using the image of sustainability and ecology but it’s just a facade. Maria Salgado, Uru-
guay Indigenous People’s Council. Agroecology is a food and agriculture system with a social basis that reor-
ganizes territories, putting food production and those leading this process at the forefront. This process 
feed the world and allows us to be free to not be dependent on foreign investment, and to pursue the life-
style that we chose. Maniguenvingdinapi Jorge Stanley International Indian treaty Council from Panama tell 
us the importance to be here with the others social movements to strategize and organizing struggles. 
Nassgh Jaffer, South Africa Word Forum of Fisher People The contribution we make to global food systems 
is the most important and critical, yet, in terms of national legislation and global fisheries management, we 
are the worst off. Watch video 

Tunis WSF 2015: Final demonstration in support for Palestine 

Voices of participants at the closing event of the World Social Forum in 
Tunis dedicated to the liberation of Palestine. This video was produced 
by focuspuller at the World Social Forum in Tunis in March 2015.  

Watch video 
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New Videos! 

Sowers of struggles and hope for feminism and food sovereignty! 
Report IV Women’s Assembly of La Via Campesina, Jakarta Indonesia 
The struggle to build new gender relations in the 20 years since the ex-
istence of la Vía Campesina has demanded of us women two types of 
revolution: firstly, one which accepts that the patriarchal system and 
sexism have existed throughout history and which denounces capital-
ism and neoliberal models as the main causes behind increasing dis-
crimination and violence against us women. And secondly, another rev-
olution, which analyses the problems of social relations within our 
movement, promotes our political participation and recognises the role 
we have played and the impact we have had on the historical construc-
tion of the Via Campesina. 
This report captures the exchanges of the 4th Women’s Assembly 
aimed to strengthen our organisation. Issues discussed include the cap-
italism crisis and its consequences for women; patriarchy; the cam-
paign to stop violence against women; feminism and the challenges in 
constructing a peasant and working class feminism. Download the report 

here. 

Publications 

La Via Campesina share this newsletter of May 2015, which is the collective effort of organizations that are 
part of our movement worldwide. Subscribe HERE. 
 

Support Via Campesina work. DONATE!  
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